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EXECUTIVE MESSAGE

Peter X. Engel
President & CEO, 
Easterseals Southeast Wisconsin

Roger Schaus, Jr.
Board Chair, 
Easterseals Southeast Wisconsin

Your support has impacted the lives of over 3,000 individuals in 2018 
alone. With your help we were able to provide local families and 
individuals with programs and services essential for them to thrive in 
their communities. On behalf of our board, staff, and the individuals 
and families we serve, thank you.

THANK YOU

Dear Friend of Easterseals Southeast Wisconsin,

Within my first week of joining Easterseals Southeast Wisconsin in June of 
2018, I attended several Project SEARCH completion ceremonies and our 
annual Walk With Me event at the Milwaukee County Zoo. I immediately 
knew that I joined a truly special organization. 

This past year, we’ve started on a path towards sustainability, strength 
and relevance for those we serve. As CEO, I would like to give thanks to 
Roger Schaus, Jr., our Board Chair from 2017-2018, for his leadership and 
support. I also want to welcome Brett Engelking as our new 2019-2020 
Board Chair and look forward to his leadership in helping us continue our 
mission to help those facing challenges in our community.

We are so proud of the Easterseals team and thankful for the volunteers, 
partners, supporters and donors. We are excited to share the impact of 
our work in 2018. A few highlights from the year include: 

Our My Choice Family Care - Care Management Unit was ranked 4 out 
of 16 area CMUs on the annual MetaStar review. 

Our Individual Placement and Support expanded to include youth in 
addition to adults. With the support of our Milwaukee and Washington 
County partners we are now able to support younger individuals 
experiencing mental health concerns and prepare them for employment 
or further education. 

117 campers enjoyed the “All Things Wisconsin” themed Summer 
Respite Camp and our Recreation participants enjoyed a Candy Land 
themed prom in the spring. 

Every week I write a note to our employees sharing success stories 
from our programs. While the above successes highlight the year, there 
are so many stories each week of how Easterseals impacts the lives of 
the people we serve every day. I am excited to share just a few of those 
stories and outcomes with you in this report. 

We are incredibly grateful for your support and know that together, we 
truly can achieve our purpose: to change the way the world defines and 
views disabilities by making positive, profound differences in people’s 
lives every day.

86 cents of every dollar 
we receive goes to 
direct services, which is 
a significant impact on 
those we serve. 

2018 FINANCIALS

2018 Expenses by Category

2018 Revenue by Category

Total Revenue for 2018: $11,596,877

Total Year End Net Assets: $5,926,643

Total Expenses for 2018: $11,748,655

Programs & Service Fees 55%
Government Contracts 32%
Donations 9%
Commercial Sales 4%

Programs & Services 86%
$10,104,439

Administration 12%
$10,104,439

Fundraising 2%
$273,230



40,465
visits to

eastersealswise.com

Most popular posts

28
emails
sent 2,886

email subscribers

Most Popular Pages:
1) Homepage

2) Careers Page
3) Camp and Recreation

4,900Volunteer Hours Logged 
by              Volunteers

WHO WE SERVE

53% male 47% female

Ages 0-2 18%
Ages 3-5 2%

Ages 6-17 6%
Ages 18-64 59%

Ages 65-74 7%
Ages 75+ 8%
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6
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   3,268
 individuals
served in

Dementia/Alzheimer’s 5%
Autism 11%
Intellectual Disability 14%
Developmental Delay 17%
None/Unknown 18%
Other Disabilities 35%

We reach our clients, participants, families, volunteers supporters and friends through social media, email and our 
website. Through these outlets we are able to keep people updated and engaged in agency programs, culture and 
volunteer opportunities.

Our goal at Easterseals is to 
serve each one of our clients 
as an individual, with their own 
needs, wants and requirements. 
With over 3,000 individuals 
served in 2018 we are so 
proud of our staff for meeting 
the needs of different ages, 
ethnicities and disabilities. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT



FOR CHILDREN
SAFE BABIES HEALTHY FAMILIES      SUMMER RESPITE CAMPS
    585 PEOPLE SERVED IN CHILDRENS PROGRAMS IN 2018
SAFE BABIES HEALTHY FAMILIES: JAMAL’S STORY 

 Safe Babies Healthy Families started working 
with Jamal and his family just a few days after 
he was born and met with them for the first 
time at the NICU at Waukesha Memorial after 
receiving the referral from a hospital social 
worker. Little Jamal was born 10 weeks early, 

weighing just over 2 pounds. His lungs were not 
developed and he was having trouble feeding.

On top of fearing for their baby’s survival, Jenna had next to 
nothing prepared for the birth of the baby. Not only was Jamal 
born prematurely, Jenna had only known she was pregnant for a 
few weeks before he arrived. She had previously thought it was not 
physically possible for her to be pregnant based on her own health 
issues going on.

Through Safe Babies Healthy Families, Jenna received help with 
baby supplies, both through the Earn as You Learn store as well as 
resources in the community. A few emotional months later, Jamal 
was healthy enough to discharge from the NICU, and Jenna was 
setup to welcome her baby home. 

By Jamal’s 2nd Birthday, he was a healthy, happy, active toddler 
who is considered BIG for his age! When it was time to review 
Jamal’s service plan, it was determined that he was exactly where 
he should be in all developmental domains! For his 2nd birthday, 
Jenna took Jamal to visit the NICU nurses who cared for Jamal 
during his first few months of life, they couldn’t believe how much 
he had grown from the little 2 pound baby they had remembered.

300+ families were served through
Safe Babies Healthy Families.

in 2018 we had 117 campers at our summer 
respite camp

“Camp is so important to kids like mine.
It’s more than just recreation”

                         - Summer Respite Camp Parent

“My case worker made all the differences in my 
pregnancy and all the follow up in parenting."

                         - Safe Babies Healthy Families Mom

98% of children are
on track developmentally

84% of campers reported that they were
able to maintain or increase social skills

92% of campers reported that they had
meaningful activities in the community

of children live in a home free
of abuse and neglect 99%

ANNUAL EVENTS
On June 27th we hosted our 12th annual Walk With Me 

at the Milwaukee County Zoo. Ambassadors 
included Grayson from Project SEARCH, the 
Corcoran family from Safe Babies Healthy 
Families and Yesha from ADS in Kenosha. 

The Celebration of Children was held 
on November 1st at the Milwaukee 
Marriott West in Waukesha. 
Committee Chairs Tom and Erin 
Kelly hosted our largest Celebration 
yet with over 200 guests. 

  Celebration of 
Children



ADULT RECREATION      ADULT DAY SERVICES     GUARDIANSHIP     CARE MANAGEMENT
    1,362 ADULTS SERVED IN 2018

FOR ADULTS

ADULT DAY SERVICES: EARL’S STORY 

Earl enrolled in our day 
program in May of 2017. 
When Earl started here 
he was anxious and 
would “visser,” meaning 
he was nervous and 
felt uncomfortable. He 
would talk about his past 
behaviors and incidents 
that happened to him 
frequently. He began working with a number of 
different staff and learned how to deal with his 
anxious feelings and how to appropriately let staff 
and peers know he is feeling anxious. 

Earl learned how to give his peers, staff and 
community member’s personal space. He 
also learned appropriate conversation and the 
different levels of his community and who is 
appropriate to tell different stories to. With these 
skills that Earl learned at day program, he is now 
able to volunteer in the community once a week 
and go on a larger variety of community outings. 
He was even able to participate in the Tap the 
Potential Fashion Show! He has become more 
social and open to staff and his peers. Earl has 
also been willing to try new activities in the center 
and learn new skills. We are thrilled to see how far 
Earl has come!

EVENT SPONSORS

100%
of adult day participants report having opportunities to participate
in healthy and meaningful activities in the community 

95% of care 
management members 

92%

reported being able to go places and interact with others

of adult recreation participants reported
having access to meaningful community
activities

93% of corporate
guardianship clients

“They don't make me feel like I am a disabled. I am treated
as a human being with feelings.”

                                                                 - Guardianship Client

“Easterseals staff is very caring and flexible. My daughter
receives attention, instruction and affection all of which are
so important to her due to her disabilities. A great place - 

great staff”
                                                                   - Adult Day Services Parent

“The representatives of Easterseals help me in any problem
I don't understand. ”

                                                                   - Guardianship Client



FOR EMPLOYMENT 

PROJECT SEARCH: GRAYSON’S STORY 

Prior to starting Project SEARCH, Grayson had limited paid work 
experience and had struggled with maintaining attendance on 
the job. Grayson learned about Project SEARCH and decided 
to join because he was “very hopeful that this program would 
expand my career and job opportunities.” Additionally, he 
thought it would be a “great opportunity to meet 
new people, make new friends, and give me work 
experience that I never would have had otherwise.” 

Project SEARCH staff have seen Grayson make 
great personal strides. He has demonstrated 
initiative and a great work ethic as a Project SEARCH 
intern. He is always the first individual to jump in and 
assist co-workers or peers with any tasks at hand, exudes self-
confidence, and maintained a near perfect attendance record. 

“Grayson is a friendly, outgoing individual who goes 
above and beyond what is expected of him. He is 
a fast learner, and is dedicated to his tasks. His 

personality radiates through everything he does, and 
he leaves a lasting impression on everyone who has 

the pleasure of working with him.” 
- Marcia Rupp, Manager of Volunteer Services

Those who have had the opportunity to work with Grayson 
throughout his time at Project SEARCH do not have to worry 
about saying goodbye. He is going to be a permanent member 
of the team, as he has been hired as a part-time employee 
by the Environmental Services department at Waukesha 
Memorial!

EASTERSEALS TEAM

INDIVIDUAL PLACEMENT AND SUPPORT      PROJECT SEARCH
    358 PEOPLE SERVED IN EMPLOYMENT PROGRAMS IN 2018

“My case worker has given me hope, strength and
courage in my skills and finding a job. I couldn’t have

come this far in my job search and my confidence
without his help. He truly cares about me and my future.”

                         - IPS Participant

152 participants in work programs 
were placed in employment in
2018

Part time employement for those
who found jobs in 2018 will
generate $1.8 million in annual 
wages than individuals can spend
in their local communities.

$9.89 New employees had an average
starting wage of $9.89...

$$$$$$$
$$$ $

$
$$$$$

$
$$ $$

$$
$

$$$$
$

$
$

$ $$ $
$
$

$$$$
$
$

$ $

$$$$$$$
$$$ $

$
$$$$$

$
$$ $$

$$
$

$$$$
$

$
$

$ $$ $
$
$

$$$$
$
$

$ $

$$$$$$$
$$$ $

$
$$$$$

$
$$ $$

$$
$

$$$$
$

$
$

$ $$ $
$
$

$$$$
$
$

$ $

$$$$$$$
$$$ $

$
$$$$$

$
$$ $$

$$
$

$$$$
$

$
$

$ $$ $
$
$

$$$$
$
$

$ $

24 and worked an average 
of 24 hours in a week. 

of Project SEARCH graduates
found employment83%

since 2011

98 people started jobs with support from
Individual Placement and Support



DONORS

$25,000+

$10,000-$24,999

$5,000-$9,999

$2,500-$4,999

$1,000-$2,499

As governmental funding continues to shrink and we are humbly aware that our 
work would not be possible without our partners, friends, supporters and donors like 
you. Every donation we receive is an investment in our programs and services that 
help those in our community rise to their greatest potential. For a complete list of 
2018 donors visit us online at www.eastersealswise.com
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Mary Muto
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Roger & Cynthia Schaus
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David & Marie Kollakowsky
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George & Julie Mosher
George & Peny Schaefer
Gerald Bisek
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PNC Financial Services Group
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Tom & Erin Kelly

Norma Jean Reuss
Peter & Katie Engel
United Way of Washington County
West Bend Community Fund
Women & Girls Fund of Waukesha 
   County
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Roger Schaus, Jr.
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Jeff Squire 
Since 2015

ProHealth Care

Reggie Newson 
Since 2017

Ascension Wisconsin

Tom Kelly
Since 2015

Kelmann
Restoration

Brett Engelking 
Board Chair 2019

Since 2016
Citizens Bank

Daniel O’Callaghan 
Since 2015

Harley-Davidson 
Motor Co.

Kim Preston 
Since 2016

First Business Bank

Tari Emerson 
Since 2015
Charter Steel

Peggy Niemer
Since 2013

Kenwood & Wells 
LLC

Michael Hargarten
Since 2019

Retired, Northwestern 
Mutual

Wendy McGrath
Since 2016
Badger Alloys

Bill Hughes  
Since 2015

Patina Solutions

Jon Neikirk 
Since 2017

Froedtert Health

Sandra Siira 
Since 2016

Alverno College

Peter Jelacic 
Since 2019
SVA Financial

Tamera Watkins Since 2016
Mary Kay, Inc. 

Jim McMullen Since 2012
PNC Bank

John Bosbous
Since 2017

Retired, Caterpillar

Hernan Tocuyo  
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Chief Executive Officer
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Vice President of 
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