
Help, Hope & Answers
www.EasterSeals.com/esep                                  A publication of Easter Seals Eastern Pennsylvania                               		    FALL 2016

Making a difference one family at a time.

Easter Seals Salutes our 
Donors and Volunteers
Thanks to you:

•	 More than 2500 children and young adults living with disabilities 
here in our community received critical, life-changing services.

•	 190 children and young adults attended Camp Lily Berks, Lehigh 
Valley or overnight Camp Growing Green this summer. 

•	 Camp Lily Berks was spruced up to a beautiful sheen when 
employees from local companies spent a day painting, 
landscaping, cleaning and installing a fantastic baseball field.

•	 Kids and families waiting for occupational, physical and speech 
therapy in Reading enjoy works of art in the form of spectacular 
murals on the wall, aided by employees of a local company who 
helped with the painting.

•	 Teens with disabilities participated in summer and school-year 
programs that helped them start to prepare for life after high 
school, building employment skills and volunteering at many area 
nonprofit organizations.

•	 Hundreds of kids attended an incredible holiday party where they 
visited with Santa, received a gift, played with therapy dogs and 
made holiday crafts.

Meet Mason
When Mason 
and his family’s 
experience 
with Early 
Intervention 
began, he 
had just been 
diagnosed with 
spinal muscular 

atrophy type 3, a hereditary 
disease that affects the nerve cells 
in the brain stem and spinal cord 
that control voluntary muscle 
activity such as speaking, walking, 
breathing and swallowing. Mason’s 
mom Tori says she and her husband 
felt powerless and afraid when they 
first learned about his diagnosis, 
but Easter Seals helped turn their 
fear into power. She attributes 
Mason’s tremendous growth in 
communication skills to both the 
exceptional therapy he receives 
each week from Easter Seals and 
to the parent coaching integrated 
into each session, empowering Tori 
and her family to support Mason’s 
development in daily life.

Easter Seals Eastern Pennsylvania provides exceptional services to people with disabilities and other special needs to ensure that  
they and their families maximize their potential and have equal opportunities to live, learn, work and play in their communities.

For a complete listing of all of our 
programs, please visit us online at 
www.easterseals.com/esep.

Meet Mason
When Mason was two years old, he used about 10 words. By that age, most toddlers use over 100 
words, and string two or more words together to form basic sentences. As a result of his limited 
vocabulary, Mason had a hard time expressing himself which was very frustrating for him and his 
parents, who found it difficult to meet his expressed needs.

The family’s experience with Early Intervention came at a difficult time. 
Mason had just been diagnosed with spinal muscular atrophy type 3, a 
hereditary disease that progressively destroys lower motor neurons—nerve 
cells in the brain stem and spinal cord that control essential voluntary 
muscle activity such as speaking, walking, breathing, and swallowing.  
Mason’s mom Tori said that as parents, she and her husband felt powerless 
and afraid when they first learned about Mason’s diagnosis and didn’t know 
where to turn for help. Tori says Easter Seals helped turned their fear into 
power and reports that Early Intervention established a base of knowledge 
that will help Mason and his family throughout their journey. 

Mason eagerly looks forward to weekly visits with Easter Seals child 
development specialist Diane Lill. He waits for her at the door, and loves 
the fun activities she brings. Tori attributes Mason tremendous growth in 
communication skills to the rapport developed with Diane, supporting his 
active engagement throughout each session. From 10 one-word utterances, 
he now speaks in three and four word sentences, and communicates much 
more successfully.  

Mom says that Mason’s new foundational language skills will greatly support his speech and language 
development in years to come. And not only did Mason develop a critical skill set, Tori says her family 
has learned how to promote those skills and make that learning part of everyday life. 

Easter Seals came at an important time for this family. Not only has Mason developed essential 
communication skills, the whole family has been well supported through a difficult and uncertain period 
in their lives.

www.easterseals.com/esep



Thank you for believing in Easter Seals and 
helping to make sure that now and far into 
the future, when families need us, we’re here!

Century 21 Pinnacle’s 
golf tournament 
raised  
money  
that  
helped  
kids like  
Althea.

Mary Ellen Golf Tournament 
raised over $150,000, 
helping kids like Mason.

Comcast volunteers spruced 
up Camp Lily and built a 
baseball diamond.

Thanks to the generosity of the Law Firm 
of Leisawitz Heller and the United Way of 
Berks, local high school kids got some terrific 
experience and training that will help them 
prepare for life after graduation.

The United Way of Berks Emerging 
Leaders helped at Camp Lily.



We raised over $25,000 at the 
Highmark Walk, supporting 
kids like Connor.

Wing 
eaters 
at the 
All New 
California 
Bar and 
Grill 
helped 
send kids 
to camp.

The Parkland 
Trojans Girls 
Soccer Team 
made Morgan 
and Maura’s  
day with two 
great trikes  
built by the  
team.

Mike Miller and volunteers from  
Alcon brought great beauty to our 
waiting room with original artwork.

Wells Fargo provided funding and 
volunteers for a holiday party our 
kids will long remember.
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HOW TO HELP
There are hundreds of ways, large and small,  
that you can help Easter Seals make a difference.
 
• Volunteer your time and talent

• Help buy holiday gifts for our kids

• �Make a donation – online  
(www.easterseals.com/esep) 
Or by mail:  
1501 Lehigh Street, Suite 201,  
Allentown, PA 18103

 
Every dollar makes a difference. And it all stays 
here in our community, so you know you’re 
helping your neighbors, your co-workers, and 
your family members who use our services, or may 
need to one day. For information on volunteering 
or donating holiday gifts email info@esep.org. 

Thank you, United Way of Berks County. 
Your support means that families who live 
in Berks County receive top-notch specialty 
care without leaving town. It means that 
kids who need physical, occupational and 
speech therapy have access to exceptional 
therapists. And it means that kids spend 

summer at camp, 
evenings with friends, 
and start to prepare for 
life after high school.

Have fun with Easter Seals!
PROGRAMS FOR YOUTH WITH DISABILITIES

TEEN RECREATION PROGRAMS
Evenings throughout the school year

SATURDAY RESPITES
Every other weekend, 10-4

SCHOOL-YEAR LEAP
High School Transition Program

www.easterseals.com/esep

Waiver eligible funding through Office of Developmental Programs.

For more information, contact Katelyn Marte at  
610-289-0114 x 402 or email kmarte@esep.org

Thanks for  
all you do for  
Easter Seals.  
We couldn’t do  
it without you.


