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Finding Daycare for your Child

Choosing the right childcare setting for your baby or youn% child
can seem overwhelming. As a parent, you want to ensure that your
child is safe and happy, and that the environment is fun,
educational, and nurturing. Here are some tips to help you in that
process:

« Consider Your Child and Family - Whether you choose in-home or
center-based care, a preschool, or someone else’s home, follow

specific guidelines to ensure receiving quality and professional care.
« Make a list of qualities you’re looking for in a caregiver.

« Spend some time observing a center and talking to parents with
children there.

Ask trusted friends or family for recommendations.

8 Signs of a Good Daycare

1. A Good Reputation - been in awareness of food allergies.
business for a while, up to date 5 Clean, safe facilities - indoor
credentials. and outdoor play areas, child-

2. Established Ground Rules - proofed and escape-proofed.
firm policies on operating hours, ¢ Licensed by the state - 3 or
pickup and drop off times, and better Youngstar rating in
Whendchildren are too sick to Wisconsin (See page 2)
attend.

g : 7. References - willingly provided
3. A qualified, caring staff - and that you are encouraged to

invested in each child with early call.

childhood training. 8. Happy, healthy, and engaged
4. Healthy Food - reflects all food children

groups, freshly made, staff

You’'re Invited: B3 at the Zoo!

When: Wednesday, September 20th, 9:30am-12:00pm
Where: Milwaukee County Zoo
Who: All Birth to Three Families are invited!

U
See the enclosed event invitation for more details. N
RSVP to your Service Coordinator TODAY!
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to consider YoungStar is a Wisconsin child care quality rating and Meets highest Levels
when improvement system. TGRSR
choosing a o Ir;[ag;\g;skipdasrents the tools and information to raise healthy, X &
daycare: '
caycare. e Assists preschools and childcare providers in giving children Meets elevated levels
safe, nurturing, places to grow. otguality standauts
*Parents . : ;
Il e 5 star rating system gives parents a quick and easy way to X
always feel compare the childcare programs in their community.
welcome to Agk your prospective childcare center if they participate in the Bhec= prafis it It
drop in Wisconsin YoungStar Program. of quality standards
unannounced . X &
andspend | Questions to Ask Your
time with Meets health and
their child. s safety standards
Prospective Daycare
*Materials Take this list of questions with you as you X
p:ﬂ‘é'ded for meet with potential daycare providers. Does not meet health
:htl)ulrc?n 1. How long has the center been in i et
e bus'ness’? ’ ' ' participate in YoungStar
diverse 2. What is the center’s licensed capacity?
ethnic and 3. Are staff trained in CPR and First Aid? Potentia|
cultural 4. Do you have a safe, enclosed outside . .
groups. play area? Warning Signs
L . o .
+Staff should 5. How do you discipline chllc’j?ren. tO LOOk FO".
always show 6. Who may pick up my child? _ N
respect for 7. What if my child needs medications duringj® Daycare is unlicensed
p
. e High employee turnover
the children, the day? e Too many complaints
and handle 8. Do you take the children on walks through|.  staff is under qualified
g':lzp""e na the neighborhood? «  No clear curriculum
: 9. May | see the daily schedule for my child? |¢ Centeris perpetually dirty
consistent 10.Are your toys and activities age * Safety concerns
DA IES y Y? o Staff are difficult to
. appropriate communicate with
*Children 11.How-often are the toys cleaned and e Too many children in a room,
should be replaced? and not enough staff J
SV (2L 12.Do you have a-sign-in and sign-out sheet?
of 13.Are the front d t all times?
opportunities : rg e ro.n 0O0rs secure a a |m§s_.
to run, climb, 14.Will my child ever be watching television?
and play. 15.May | see a copy of your latest licensing
inspection findings?
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