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Non Public Agency

Easter Seals Superior California’s School Age Services program, also known as Nonpublic Agency Services
(NPA), provides physical, occupational and speech therapy as Designated Instruction and Services (DIS) to
many local school districts as prescribed in a child’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) and per the
recommendation of a child’s IEP team. Physical, occupational and speech therapists use their training and
expertise to offer a variety of services and interventions appropriate to the curriculum and environment of
young children, adolescents and teens in order to encourage and/or enhance educational success.

The mission of the School Age Services Program is
to offer an efficient, reliable service which enables
schools to meet obligations and responsibilities
under the Education Code. We do whatever it
takes, utilizing all available resources to assure the
child’s success in the classroom.

As required by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973 and 1992, the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA), children three through
twenty-one are eligible to receive additional
developmental, corrective or supportive services in
order to benefit from special education programs.
The School Age Services Program offers these special
services so that these children can be successful in
the classroom and in their lives.

Mission

Therapists

Physical, occupational and speech therapists are
committed health professionals who have specific
training in human growth and development and
remediation of dysfunction. Included in the
therapist’s education are courses in human
anatomy and physiology; human development,
especially the motor and psychological domains;
sensorimotor processing as related to functional
activities; kinesiology; analysis of activities of daily
living; the study of occupational roles;
communication and swallowing disorders; and
oral-peripheral functions .

Easter Seals assumes liability, training and
supervision of all staff. All staff are cleared by the
F.B.I. and the Department of Justice, and have
current CPR and First Aid Training.
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Therapies Available

Physical Therapy: 
Physical therapy is therapeutic service designed to
address gross motor delays in children due to decreased
range of motion, abnormal muscle tone, abnormal
movement patterns, and orthopedic abnormalities. The
main focus of physical therapy is to increase stability
and mobility in large muscle groups. Physical therapy
initially focuses on building postural stability, then on
building mobility. Physical therapists make sure the
building blocks of strength, joint range, muscle firing
sequences, and motor planning are present so that a
child can build upon those skills to promote more
normalized patterns of physical development.
Therapeutic sessions focus on balance exercises, range
of motion, positioning, mobility skills, family training,
adaptive equipment, and/or orthotic monitoring (if
applicable). Physical therapy cannot make a child
master a skill sooner than he/she is able to, but it can
help provide opportunities for children to develop and
practice the components of a skill as a basis for
functional mobility.

Occupational Therapy:
Occupational therapy is a therapeutic service designed
to address delays in how a child interacts with their
environment. Therapists look at the skills needed for
children to perform successfully in their lives and in the
world. An occupational therapist may assist in
identifying areas in which the child’s environment may
be adapted to accommodate his or her needs, or in
identifying specific adaptive equipment that help with
the skills of living independently. One area that
occupational therapists often address specifically is the
area of fine motor development as it impacts the way a
child interacts with their environment. Many of the
fine motor skills that an occupational therapist
addresses are prerequisites for later acquisitions of
reading and handwriting skills, as well as for areas of
self-care including dressing, grooming and independent
feeding skills. In addressing fine motor skills, an
occupational therapist may look at underlying areas that

Occupational Therapy: (continued)
relate to fine motor development including upper
extremity and postural strength and stability, muscle
tone and motor planning. Other areas an
occupational therapist frequently addresses are
concerns related to sensory integration, or the body’s
and nervous system’s internal organization,
modulation, and processing of sensory information.
Areas of sensory processing include auditory, vision,
smell, taste, touch, perception of gravity and motion
of head in space (vestibular) and position and
movement of muscles and joints (proprioceptive).
During an evaluation an occupational therapist will
look at how a child responds to sensory information,
including whether he or she has a tendency to over
respond or under respond, as well as how a child
perceives and discriminates sensory information.

Speech Therapy: 
Speech and language therapy services are designed to
address delays in a child’s communicative abilities.
The function of speech and language services is to
help a child communicate as best as he/she can given
their level of function, and to assist the family and
caregivers to “read” their child’s communication,
respond, reinforce and expand so that the child and
the family can participate together in daily activities
and loving social interactions. The main goal of
speech and language therapy is to provide a child
with ways of communicating their wants and needs.
The speech therapist works with the child and their
family to enhance the communicative environment
through direct therapy and/or preventative
treatment and teaches the family how to be their
child’s language facilitator. Depending on the child’s
needs, the therapist may focus on speech
development through sound imitation and
production, targeting receptive and expressive
language, oral motor skills, pictoral communication
systems, sign language, or augmentative
communication devices.
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Pediatrics Department

In addition to School Age Services, the Pediatrics
Department at Easter Seals has several other
therapy programs and services.

 Early Start Developmental Services 
 Private Pay Therapy Services
 SuitABILITY
 PLAY Project

Early Start Developmental Services
The Early Start Developmental Services program
offers specific therapy treatment and intervention
for children from birth to three years who have a
significant delay in at least one developmental area,
have a condition with a known probability of
causing disability or delay, or are at risk for having a
developmental disability. Early Intervention
therapy is provided in the most natural
environment for the child being services. Often
this is the home, but we are able to provide served
at day care, on site at our therapy clinic pool, or in
the community.

Private Pay Therapy Services
Easter Seals offers private pay physical therapy,
warm water therapy, occupational therapy, speech
therapy, feeding clinic services and child
development specialist services.

Private pay services can be for as little as one hour
per week up to a maximum of two hours per day,
five days per week. A minimum three week
commitment is required for most private pay
services. In some circumstances you may be able to
obtain reimbursement for Private Pay Therapy
services from your child’s insurance carrier.

SuitABILITY ®
The SuitABILITY® program
provides the most dynamic and
intensive intervention for
children with cerebral palsy
and other neuromuscular
disorders. With the intensity
of the intervention and the
potential for an exceptional
outcome, it is considered to be the most
cost-effective therapeutic program available. The
main characteristic of this intervention is the
utilization of the TheraSuit™ which originated as
the Adeli-Suit in Poland.

PLAY Project
The PLAY Project is a home consultative program
to help parents of children with autism become
their child’s best play partner. The program is
based on Stanley Greenspan’s Developmental,
Individualized and Relationship-based (DIR)
model of interaction, also known as “Floortime.”
Using the DIR as a model of interaction, the
home consultant will focus on helping children
master the building blocks of relating,
communicating and thinking.

For more information on any of the programs
listed, please contact us at (916) 679-3155 or visit
our new website:

www.myeasterseals.org
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School Age Services
A PROGRAM OF PEDIATRIC SERVICES

“Children with disabilities will be fully included
and have the same experiences as their peers.”
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