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Tennis great, Arthur Ashe gave this advice when asked about achieving his dreams.  “Start where 
you are.  Use what you have.  Do what you can.”  That quote accurately defined the activity of 
Easterseals Southern Georgia during the 2015-2016 year.  

 
Megan’s House Capital Campaign 
We began the year with a dream to complete our “Megan’s House” capital campaign.  To date over 

72% of the needed funding has been raised, prop-
erty purchased and both architectural and  engi-
neering firms engaged.  While our campaign con-
tinues, board and staff are   encouraged that the 
$500,000 goal will be reached before years 
end...two years ahead of schedule, I might add, 
thanks to the      generosity of many of you.   

A new event entitled, “Ragin Cajun” Crawfish Boil, was introduced and with the help of                    
celebrity chef, Paula Deen raised over $12,000 for the campaign. 
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MAKING DREAMS COME TRUE 

YMCA Collaboration 
Sometimes in order to realize a dream, one must find partners.  No organization can do everything 
by themselves. Our dream to utilize the old     
physical therapy gym as a critically needed       
inclusive afterschool program found a partner 
in the YMCA this year.  Space has been          
renovated;  a partnership agreement  executed 
and soon this unused space will house up to 
50 children and serve as an  off-site program 
for the YMCA.  Thanks to Dan GIllan and his 
staff, a much needed resource for families will 
soon become a reality.  

Advocacy 
Dreams become goals when action is taken towards their achievements.  That was certainly the 
case with our new legislative endeavor.  Staff members from all across the Easterseals family were 
tagged for this new activity.  Training on advocacy and relevant issues was provided and a tour of 
the State Capitol was arranged.  Contacts were made with over 30 legislators across our region.  
Critically needed funding for the statewide Easterseals Champions for Children program was      
obtained and the Easterseals message was successfully carried by our families, board and staff 
members during the Easterseals Day at the Capitol.  A delegation from our Southern Georgia       
affiliate traveled to Washington, D.C. for the National Advocacy Summit.  Visits were made to the 
members of the Georgia and North Florida delegations and our very own Thomas shared his      
success story along with the message of vital importance; funding for Vocational Rehabilitation 
Services.  Staff reached out to local government      
officials in key cities and counties across the territory 
and was able to share not only the services offered to 
constituents but the financial and economic impact of 
Easterseals in each community.   



Our Programs 
All our programs flourished during the year.   
 
The Vocational program underwent a major expansion from 3 to 8 offices and from 17 to 22     
staff members.  Two individuals were featured in two different videos that highlighted the                      
accomplishments that can be made when the right job placement is made. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Family Support program funded a record number of summer enrichment programs, again       
in partnership with a variety of community agencies and groups.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Adult Day program made a special dream come true for a young woman in the Tifton           
program.  A simple desire to be in a beauty pageant was not only realized, but stirred the              
imaginations of the community who became engaged, the volunteers who assisted and the       
families who watched their loved ones truly shine that day.  That dream grew and now the      
Easterseals hallway is covered in dreams of many of our participants.  Board members,             
community members, WALB-TV and so many other generous people have begun to make these 
dreams come to fruition.  In the words of Walt Disney, “All our dreams can come true if we have 
the courage to pursue them.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During July of this year, the board and management team adopted a new strategic plan...one that 
will guide the Easterseals organization through 2020.  Remember, start where you are, use what 
you have and do what you can!  Together, we will continue to change lives.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keri Middleton 
Board President 2015-2016 



DREAMS COME TRUE 

Everyone has a dream, even people with disabilities. This year we began a new campaign, 
"Dreams Come True" to help our participants fulfill their dreams.  The hallway at Easterseals Southern 
Georgia is now covered with those dreams.  Here are a few highlights of dreams that became a reality 
this past year.   



ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER 
Easterseals Southern Georgia held its Annual Awards Dinner in September, 2016.  Supporters, 
board members, program participants and Easterseals employees were recognized for their    
accomplishments, distinguished service and continuous support.   
 
2016 Award Recipients 
2015-2016 Past Presidents Award : Kari Middleton 
President’s Award: Julie Hall 
Distinguished Service Awards: Mary Braswell, State Representative Ed Rynders, David Prisant, 
Marci Prisant, Junior League of Albany, Susan Greene, The Bag Lady Foundation, Lauren Watson, 
Kay Walden, Tina Harden, Albany Bass Club, Santy Solis 
Consumer Achievement Award: Kelvin Carter, Cody Slusher 
Community Achievement Awards: Sylvester Fire Department, TJ Maxx, The Challenger League 
Mrs. H.T. McCall Staff Member of the Year: Connie Hayes 
Annette Bowling Advocate of the Year Award: Thomas Wimberly 
Betty Nichols Volunteer of the Year Award: Lauren Watson 
Bobbie Meyer von Bremen Award: Roy Rankin 
Mildred Huie Leadership Award: Dawn Alford 



FUNDRAISING & EVENTS 

40th Annual Bass Tournament 

Heels And Wheels 
Duathlon & Triathlon  

“Let’s Get Ready to Crumble” 
Gingerbread Family Festival 

2015 Official City of Albany  
Christmas Ornament 

Tyler Smith Memorial  Shoot Out 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
September 2015-August 2016 

ASSETS 
Cash      $418,894 
Restricted Cash    $665,584 
Endowment Account   $42,930 
Megan’s House Building Fund  $282,157 
Accounts Receivable   $1,008,835 
Other Assets     $188,039 
Property & Equipment   $1,323,798 
 
TOTAL ASSETS    $3,930,237 
 
INCOME 
Donations-Cash    $79,313 
Donations-Non Cash   $10,000 
Donations-Building Fund   $23,567 
Special Events    $52,325 
United Way Allocations   $24,993 
Government Grants/Fees   $5,356,284 
Program Service Fees   $6,704,517 
Other Income    $239,381 
 
TOTAL INCOME    $12,490,380 
 
EXPENSES 
Direct Services    $11,449,735 
Fund Raising     $26,552 
Management & General   $488,419 
National Membership Fees   $41,923 
 
TOTAL EXPENSES    $12,426,955 
 
TOTAL INCOME  
OVER EXPENSES    $63,425 
 
LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 
Current Liabilites    $1,379,603 
Long Term Debt    $341,667 
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets $247,762 
Unrestricted Net Assets   $189,111 
(Designated) 
Unrestricted Net Assets   $1,850,764 
(Undesignated) 
Permanently Restricted Assets  $42,100 
 
TOTAL LIABILITIES  
& NET ASSETS    $2,132,601 
 



SUPPORTERS 

A.L. Gregg 
Albany Elks Lodge 713 
Albany General Surgery, PC 
Albany Sertoma Sponsorship Club, Inc. 
Albany Tractor Company-Flint Equipment 
Company 
Allison Mansfield 
Alma Lions Foundation, INC. 
Alton Darby 
American Commerce Bank 
Artesian City Sertoma Club 
Backwoods Outdoors, LLC 
Badgley Fund Co-Trust 
Bank of America-Moses Family Fund 
Barbara Cleveland 
Beth English 
Betty B. McKemie 
Bill & Freda Richardson 
Billy Currie 
Billy Kuykendall 
Billy Riffle 
Brenda Hodges-Tiller 
Brenda Shaw-Saunders 
Bret Wagenhorst 
Brumbelow Foods, Inc. 
C.W. Grant 
Camp Arrow, Inc. 
Carlysle Sullivan, Jr. 
Carolyn Crews 
Carolyn Shellhaas 
Charles Ryan 
Charlotte Walker 
Chemart Company 
Clint & Christi Chapman 
Community Foundation of South Ga., Inc. 
ComNet Technical Solutions, Inc. 
Cordele Concrete Products 
Cordele-Crisp Chamber of Commerce 
Cornelius Grant 
Craig & Kimberly Murray 
Dave Hetzel 
David Fuller 
David Phelps 
David Prisant 
Derek & Teresa Heard 
Derma Correction, Inc. 
Dexter Wilson 
Diana Helton 
Donald & Leslie Cole 
Donald Hurst 
Donnita House 
Doretha Spivey 
Doris C. Baker 
Dorothy Royal 
Dot Cheney 
Douglas Collins 
Douglas Robinson 
Dr. HG Davis, Jr. 
Dunkin Donuts Waycross 
Dunwoody Woman's Club 
Early Hamilton 
Edith McMillin 
Edwin Flournoy 
EJ-ACUS, LLC 

Elaine Percilla 
Ellis H. Lovett 
EME Trust 
Erasmus & Carey Dent 
Ernest White 
Etheridge G. Plair 
Faison Middleton 
Family Partnership, LLP 
First National Bank Golf Classic 
First United Methodist Church 
Flash Foods 
Flint Community Bank 
Frances Driver 
Garnette Cobb 
George Uptagrafft 
Griffin Lumber & Hardware 
Hans D. Pomeroy 
Harold G. Harper, Sr. 
Helen Clark 
Helen Kennedy 
Henrietta Benson 
Henry Pridgen 
Homeplace Cattle Company 
Iris Smith 
J.T.& D.J. Pitts 
Jackie Dixon 
James & Theressia Hussey 
James L. Butler 
James Wyatt 
Jan Griffin 
Jane S. Wilson 
Jeanette Hoopes 
Jeannette Johnson 
Jerry Hunter 
Jesse G. Spencer 
Jessica Owens 
JH Sharman, Sr. 
Jimmy Lee 
John J. Gordon 
John O. Morris 
John T. Argo 
Joyce Combs 
Joyce Morey 
Judy Denman 
Judy Vickers 
Kari Middleton 
Kenneth & Virginia Hoover 
Kim Colby 
Kimberly Gibson 
Kiwanis Club of Tifton 
Kline & Linda Petty 
Kolby & Lindsey Norris 
Kyle Nichols 
Lamar Norton 
Larry & Ann Griffin 
Larry & Kitty Cole 
Larry & Shirley Price 
Larry Perkins 
Lauren & Todd Ray 
Lauren & Woody Watson 
Laurence Gray 
Leesburg Air LLC 
Lennox International, Inc. 
Lenwood Sutton 
Leroy Little 
Life Christian Center International 

Linda Griffin 
Linda Petty 
Lindsay Toole 
Longleaf Dental Associates 
Loris E. Asmussen 
Louise & David Hetzel 
Louise G. Mccormack 
Louise Wangen 
Lynda Hammond 
M.R.Teis 
Maria G. Green 
Mark M. Ingram 
Martha Darsey 
Marvin Paul 
Mary Gotsch 
Mary Grimsley 
Mary Keaton 
Mary Royals 
Master Body Works, Inc. 
Matthews Funeral Home 
Melissa Kennedy 
Merrill Trust Fund-Regions 
Michael Meyer Von Bremen 
Michaels, Inc. DBA Brumby Foods 
Mildred Chancellor 
Mitchell Baker 
Mollie Brown 
Mosaic Nursing, LLC 
Moultrie Junior Women’s League 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Moore 
Mr. & Mrs. William Pegg 
Ms. Wynette Sirmons 
Nathaniel Clark 
Ora H. Bullock 
Pamela Tillman 
Paul & Nancy Carrier 
Peggy Caruso Trust-AB&T 
Peggy Cooper 
Perry & Michelle Dawson 
Pfizer Foundation 
Pfizer Inc. 
Pfizer United Way Campaign 
Pierce Timber Company, Inc. 
Plantation Supply, Inc. 
Porterfield United Methodist Church 
Powell Chiropractic Center 
Professional Medical Fulfillment, Inc. 
Providence United Methodist Men 
R.E. & P.K. Bezona 
Rachelle Scott 
Randall E. Trail 
Randy Henry 
Raquel Pope 
Rita Arnold 
Robert Krywicki 
Ronald & Lisa Rushing 
Rubo's 
Ruth Babb 
Ruthie Graham 
Ryan Tiernan 
S&S Roofing & Construction Inc. 
Sam Register 
Senta Thompson 
Sherrill Watts 
Sibley Heart Center Cardiology 

South Georgia Carr Farms, LLC 

South Georgia Heathng & Cooling 

Southwest Georgia Sportsmen Club 
Southwest Gerogia Combined Federal 
Campaign 

Specialty Construction Ent., Inc. 
Stuart Moss 

Sumter Sod, LLC 

Sunset Management, Inc. 

Superior Machine Works, LLC 
Sylvia Bryant 

Syvia W. Lamb 

The Bag Lady Foundation 

Thomas & Christy Wray 
Thomas E. Wakefield 

Thomas E. Wright 
Thomas Gatewood 

Thomas M. Allen, M.D. 

Thomas R. Katchmar 

Together in Megan's Eyes, Inc. 
Tommy Thomas 

Tull Charitable Foundation 

Turner Furniture Company, Inc. 

Victory Real Estate Investment 

Vincent & Pamela Greco 

W. Edward Meeks, Jr. P.C. Attorney at 
Law 

Walden & Kirkland Inc. 

Walmart 

Walter Ross 

Waycross Ga. Elk Lodge #369 

Wayne Hollomon 

West Georgia Longbeards Chapter 

Wilcox County Middle/High School 
William E. Ellis 

William Jordan, Jr. 

William Moore 

William Peterson 
William T. Divine, Jr. 

Willie Homer 

Willie Jackson 

WM Exley Smith 



EASTERSEALS SOUTHERN GEORGIA  
2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

EASTERSEALS SOUTHERN GEORGIA  
MANAGEMENT TEAM 

OFFICERS 
 

Kari Middleton 
President 

 
Rachelle Scott 

Immediate Past President 
 

Kyle Nichols 
Treasurer 

 
Donnita House 

Secretary 
 

Wes Smith 
Assistant Secretary 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Zora Allen 
Sebon Burns 

Nathaniel Clark 
Don Cole 

Stacey DeMarino 
Jackie Dixon 

Wayne Hollomon 
Melissa Kennedy 
Allison Mansfield 

Dan McCarthy 
Leslie Murphy 
Will Peterson 
David Prisant 
Jake Reese 

Jarvis Robertson 
Carlysle Sullivan, Jr. 

Lindsay Toole 
Lauren Watson 

ADVISORY BOARD 
 

Kim Colby 
Kenneth Cutts 
Diana Helton 

David Orlowski 
 

Executive Director: Beth English 
Samantha Graf, Stacie Hamsley, Kimberly Moore-Willis,    

Matt Hatcher, Julie Hall, Tim Barbree 
Teresa Heard, Amy Hughes, Amanda Hobbs 
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