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Food Lion Launches Annual Easter Seals Shop&Care Fundraising 
Campaign to Assist Children and Adults with Disabilities 

 Customers can purchase specially-marked items or donate at register 
February 13 through March 12 

 
Feb. 12, 2013 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
SALISBURY, N.C. — Food Lion is launching its annual Easter Seals Shop& Care fundraising campaign 
tomorrow, aimed at raising millions of dollars to assist children and adults with disabilities in Food Lion’s more 
than 1,100 stores.  The campaign will run Feb. 13 through March 12.   
 
Customers may participate by purchasing specially-marked products from more than 100 manufacturers who 
support Easter Seals’ mission to help children, families and adults with disabilities address life’s challenges 
and achieve personal goals.  In addition, customers may make a donation of $1 or more at checkout.  For each 
at-register donation, customers will receive a coupon booklet with more than $9.50 in coupons from Proctor & 
Gamble and Kraft Foods.   
 
In addition, shoppers can purchase specially marked boxes of General Mills cereals and General Mills will 
make an additional donation to Easter Seals, up to $50,000. When cases of Food Lion’s store brand, My 
Essentials, water is purchased, the company will make an additional donation, up to $250,000. 
 
“Food Lion is a proud supporter of Easter Seals and we value our longstanding partnership with this 
meaningful organization,” said Sherrii Webb, community relations manager of Food Lion. “We are honored to 
support the mission of providing help, hope and independence to children and adults living with disabilities.” 
 
Easter Seals ensures all funds raised remain within the local communities to benefit residents living with 
disabilities. 
 
“We are grateful to the Food Lion family, and especially their customers, for making a difference in the lives of 
children, adults and families managing disabilities and mental health challenges,” said Connie L. Cochran, 
President and CEO of Easter Seals UCP North Carolina & Virginia. “Our 22-year partnership is evidence that 
Food Lion is a great corporate citizen and is passionate about making a difference in local communities. ” 
 
Food Lion and its customers have helped raise more than $33 million for Easter Seals since 1991.  This 
support helps Easter Seals provide services for individuals living with autism, developmental, physical and 
mental disabilities and other special needs.  Services include medical rehabilitation, children development 
centers, camping, respite, job training and employment, adult and senior services and military and veterans 
services. 
 
About Easter Seals 
Easter Seals is the leading, national non-profit provider of services for individuals living with autism, 
developmental, physical and mental disabilities and other special needs. For 90 years Easter Seals has offered 
help and hope to children and adults living with disabilities and to the families who love them. For more 
information, visit http://www.shopandcare.com. 
 
About Food Lion 
Food Lion, based in Salisbury, N.C., is a subsidiary of Delhaize America, the U.S. division of Brussels-based 
Delhaize Group (NYSE: DEG) and operates more than 1,100 supermarkets. The company employs 
approximately 57,000 associates delivering quality products, low prices and service to customers in 10 
Southeast and Mid-Atlantic states. For more information, visit http://www.foodlion.com. 
 
Contact:  Amy Beros 

Easter Seals of North Carolina and Virginia 
919-865-8840   amy.beros@eastersealsucp.com 
 
Benny L. Smith 
Food Lion 
704-310-4077 blsmith@foodlion.com 

http://www.shopandcare.com/
mailto:amy.beros@eastersealsucp.com
mailto:blsmith@foodlion.com
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“Jayden is confident”

Though diagnosed with
Pervasive Developmental
Disorder – a disorder that
falls in within the Autism
Spectrum, Jayden is like
most 6 year old
boys…rambunctious!  With
Easter Seals providing respite
services for mom she is able
to balance life and get her
needs met in order to
continue to keep up with him.
“Easter Seals has been a
positive ongoing presence in
our life, the support and
services they provide enable
us to be a fully functioning
family with everyone getting
their needs met” says Mom.  

“Avyn is determined”

Diagnosed at birth with
Rubinstein-Taybi Syndrome
(RTS), Avyn has gone from shy
and timid to a “good bye”
taking 45 minutes and many
days of play on his tricycle. At
his Easter Seals Children’s
Center, Avyn receives speech
and physical therapy.  His mom
says “Walking, running, signing
words and comprehending what
we are saying to him are all big
achievements for Avyn.”  With
the charming personality like
his Dad and a loving heart like
his mom, Avyn is determined to
have a very full and satisfying
life.

“Matthew is thriving”

Diagnosed with Peroxisome
biogenesis disorders, Matthew is
thriving in life.  He is a published
author, has learned to play the
piano and has written seven music
compositions! Easter Seals
provides services that include
home support, personal care and
respite to Matthew and his family.
“Because of these services
Matthew has become very
productive in his community and
beyond. He wrote a letter to Mrs.
George Bush in hopes that NC
would gain more equipped
teachers in the area of special
education” says his Mom.

Introducing your 2013 Shop&Care Representatives

“Mia is a miracle”

Mia was born with
Pontocerebellar
hypoplasias Type 2 and has
been attending an Easter
Seals Children’s Center for
almost a year. In that time
she has achieved many
goals with the help of her
teachers, therapists and
classmates. Mia’s mom
hopes that one day she will
be able to speak and walk.
“She has already surpassed
the doctor’s expectations
and we expect nothing
short of a Miracle for the
rest of her life”, says Mom.



Easter Seals is the leading non-profit provider of services for individuals
with developmental, physical and mental disabilities and other special needs. Easter
Seals offers help and hope to children and adults living with disabilities, and to the
families that love them.

Easter Seals assists more than one million individuals and their families annually at
more than 550 Easter Seals service sites across the country. Each site provides top-
quality, innovative services tailored to meet the specific needs of the people we serve.

Easter Seals provides exceptional services to meet the growing and personal needs of
children and adults living with disabilities. Through a network of more than 90
affiliates, Easter Seals offers an array of person-centered localized services through
center-based programs throughout the community and in families homes.

Easter Seals: More than
90Years of Caring

It Takes...
$15/hour
to provide
one hour of
personal care
services

$75/hour
to provide
one hour of
physical
therapy

$135/day
to provide
one day of
independent
living support

$880/week
to provide
supported
employment
training

$1,100/month
to provide early
education and

intervention services
to one child at a
children’s center
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Easter Seals Core Services
include:
��Medical Rehabilitation

�� Child Development Center     
Networks

�� Camping, Recreation & 
Respite

�� Job Training & Employment

�� Adult & Senior Services

��Military and Veterans Services
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Easter Seals helps people with disabilities find meaningful work through its employment
support program. In North Carolina alone, Food Lion employs 21 people through the Easter Seals
employment program.

Javaris Parrish is 19 years old and has been
working at Food Lion on Sunset Road for
the last three years. In his last year of high
school, Javaris started working with Easter
Seals Employment Support program
to help him find employment and learn job
skills. He struggles with some learning
disabilities that make getting a job on his
own very difficult. Easter Seals
helped Javaris find a job at Food Lion and
provides a staff person to help support
Javaris in his position and ensure that he is
successful.

His work in quality assurance has not only
boosted raves from customers and
management, but boosted Javaris’ self-
esteem and self-worth. Javaris loves talking
to the customers and several regulars look
for him as soon as they walk in the store.

When asked about his favorite parts of the
day, he mentioned several different
customers that he helps through the store,
particularly an elderly lady that comes in
and needs help getting her groceries to the
car. He finds joy in making sure she and all
of his customers have a great shopping
experience.

The Easter Seals employment support
staff person assigned to Javaris has seen a
tremendous difference in his personality.
The opportunity to have a job that he can
excel at and people commend him on has
made a tremendous difference in his
demeanor. Instead of having to face what
he can’t do, he has the opportunity to
succeed, grow and learn new skills, along
with a paycheck that allows him some
independence.

Javaris Parrish
Charlotte

Easter Seals Employment Support Program



David Fraher grew up in New Jersey with his three siblings. In 2009,
he made the decision to move to North Carolina with his sister. After
finding out about Easter Seals, David began receiving Supported
Employment services in 2010. He and his job coach worked really
hard to find a job that supported David’s goals. David was ecstatic
when he was offered a position at Food Lion in October 2011. He
works as a Quality Assurance Associate and is responsible for
keeping the store clean.

David loves working with his supervisors and co-workers. They
make him feel like a part of the Food Lion family and include him in
activities outside of the store. This past Fall, David volunteered to
work the State Fair and help out with the canned food drive (see
picture of him enjoying some rides after volunteering) and he
supported the store’s bowling night to help raise money for the
Children’s Miracle Network. In his spare time, David enjoys playing
video games, watching wrestling and loves roller coaster videos on
YouTube.

Keith Westbury
Wilmington

Keithwas bornwithKearns-Sayre Syndrome
and has difficulty hearing. He startedworking
with Easter SealsSupportedEmployment
program in 2003when hismom
heard about their services from another
communitymember.

He beganworking at the Landfall Food Lion
as aDeliAssociate in 2006. When asked
about what his jobmeant to him,Keith said,
“I ammaking progress in society. Making a
difference formy family and formyself.
Easter Seals has helpedme connect to
the community and has helpedmewith
achievingmy goals.”

David Fraher
Raleigh

Easter Seals Employment Support Program



Click to play the Shop&Care Video 

Examples of how Food Lion customers can make a difference for Easter Seals. 

Shop&Care for Easter Seals Runs February 13—March 12, 2013 

Look for Coupons @ Register 

Specially Designed  

General Mills Cereal 

My Essentials Water 

Food Lion will donate $0.25 to Easter 

Seals for every 24 pack purchased 

during campaign period. 

http://youtu.be/01ZZvo06QgU
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