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The Power of Play

April is the Month of the Young
Child. This brings mindfulness and
focused attention to laying a strong
foundation for the next generation. We
know that about 90% of the brain is
developed by age 5. The first three
years are a special window of
opportunity to bond with your child and
invest in the future.
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All activities young children engage in — from
simple daily routines to exciting adventures like a
trip to the park, seeing or meeting a new animal,
or participation is an activity or craft— can have a
lasting impact on their growth and development.

Play and learning are intertwined. They are NOT
separate activities. The learning happens when
children are engaged in play. The goals and the
outcomes are met through play. All domains of
development are activated when a child in
involved in meaningful play.

Developmental Domains that are activated through PLAY:
Fine Motor
Gross Motor
Receptive Speech
Expressive Speech
Cognition
Social Emotional Skills
Self Help Skills

Buﬂdlng a Strong Foundation Through Play
Play practices skills, encourages trying new things.
Play allows children to make sense of the world around them.
Play promotes receptive and expressive language.
Play involves children cognitively, motorically and verbally.
Play allows children to experience motivation, joy, and thrill.
Through play children expand understanding and experiences.
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Did You Know?
When you teach them to play with open-ended toys, you open a world of




possibilities.

Kids are so excited to play with what you created for them!

You actively become their partner in play.

Here's a list of household items that have a fun side, too, just to get you

started.

Key Takeaways

Through play children learn at a very early age to
engage and interact in the world around them.
Play allows children to use their creativity while
developing strengths.

Play is important to healthy brain development.
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A RELIEF FROM SERIOUS LEARNING.
BUT FOR CHILBREN FLAY

IS SERI®US LEARNING. FLAY IS REALLY

THE IWORK
OF CHILDHOOD.
-FRED ROGERS

Let this celebration of young children motivate you to make a toy and really

play with your child. Be adventurous! This city has so many family friendly

activities to explore — many are even FREE! Ask your service coordinator for
ideas about what’s happening around town. Utilize the calendars above as

inspiration for creating mini daily language-rich experiences for your child.



https://www.teachinglittles.com/26-common-household-items-that-make-cheap-baby-toddler-toys/

Play is both fun and creative!
Take a few ideas from the article and create a busy board for your child.

We Are Looking For Spotlight Stories for Upcoming Newsletters

We'd love to share your child's
ECI journey!
If you'd like to be featured in the
"ECI Spotlight Story"
segment, click below.

I'm a SuperStar!

The 6th Annual Easter Seals
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2023 Calendar _ Raffle was a HUGE
TUE [WED | THU | Frt T saT success with over 700 tickets sold!
1 2 3 4
S e e Thank you to everyone who
T s ] supported our ECI program through
5. 6. 7... 8.9, [10 11 the purchase of raffle tickets and to
e el I ) el I e all the donors who made the amazing
B ) prizes possible.
2.. 13, |14...15... |16, (17.. |18,
SIEEEE S E Congratulations to all the winners. To
view the complete list of WINNERS
2 P P e M B | click here,
o : We look forward to another great
23::;:, z“z o 23.:5:& 3(}:‘;‘ L, Eg:l raffle next year.

2022 Calendar Raffle Donors

The San Antonio Museum of Art Tiff's Treats-Alamo Ranch
Nothing Bundt Cakes Kendra Scott

National Outdoors Army Surplus Morgan's Wonderland
Scavenger Hunts by Let's Roam The San Antonio Zoo
Adventures from Scratch Bill Miller BBQ
JBSA-EFMP:Family Support SeaWorld San Antonio
Bubba's 33 San Antonio Botanical Gardens
Six Flags Fiesta Texas Marcy Roca

Bella Creations by GiGi Sarah Washington

Cover 3 The DoSeum
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DREAMNG Of Suimimer!
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Congratulations
to
Keoka Scott

for winning the Dreaming of Summer package. Special thanks to SeaWorld
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San Antonio for their continued support of the Easter Seals ECI program.

- We were able to draw a second winner thanks to another
@ year of support from our friends at
The DoSeum.
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Congratulations to Elsa Levrie! You won a Family 4-Pack to The DoSeum.

Thank You

to everyone who supported our fundraising season this year. Together, we
making a difference in our community!
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Easter Seals Rehabilitation Center Easter Seals Rehabilitation Center
will be closed April 7, 2022 in will be closed April 28, 2022 in
observance of the Easter Holiday. observance of Battle of Flowers.

Continuous Medicaid Coverage Ending

Beginning April 1, 2023, all Medicaid members,
including children receiving ECI services, will
need to have their Medicaid eligibility



https://www.thedoseum.org/

redetermined. Medicaid members should look
out for renewal notices mailed in an envelope
that says “Action Required” in red or sent
electronically to members signed up for
electronic notices.

Your
Benefits.com

TEXAS
AT Health and Human Services
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Article Heading

Place article copy here. Be sure to make the articles short and
concise as people tend not to read much more than a couple of
paragraphs. Place article copy here.
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COVID-19 Updates
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Check ourwebsite periodically for the s = E
latest memos from our Executive Director, B
Linda Tapia, click on the orange alert bar

at the top on the page.

Who We Are - Our Programs - Ways To Give - ect Locally

GetInvolved - Conne
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April is Occupational
Therapy Month!

Every April, we celebrate
Occupational Therapy Month to
honor this vital profession and the
meaningful differences it makes in
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the lives of our families. Thank
your OT today!

Pediatric OT: Where PLAY gets
the WORK done!
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Care!
Be Aware!
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do BIG
things

Month-Long

Day

Alcohol

American Cancer Society Month
Autism

Child Abuse Prevention Month - (U.S.)
Community Service Month
Hypoxic Ischemic Encephalopathy
(HIE)

Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS)
Limb Loss

Occupational Therapy

Oral Health Month

Parkinson's Disease

Primary Immunodeficiency

s
April 1 - Youth Homelessness Matters
Day
April 2 - World Autism Awareness Day
April 4 - Auditory Processing Disorder
April 9 - National Alcohol Screening Day
April 10 - National Youth HIV and AIDS
April 11 - Parkinson's Disease
International.
April 13 - Functional Neurological
Disorder
April 17 - World Hemophilia Day
April 22 - Earth Day
April 25 - World Meningitis Day
April 25 - World Malaria Day
April 29 - Make-A-Wish Day
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: Rehabilitation Center Early Childhood Intervention

2203 Babcock Road Easter Seals Rehabilitation Center
San Antonio, TX 78229 is a contracted provider of
Texas Early Childhood Intervention
phone: 210.614.3911 Services and partially funded by
fax: 210.625.3162 Texas Health and Human Services.

Easter Seals Rehabilitation Center | 2203 Babcock Road, San Antonio, TX 78229
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