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This is Dominic’s Story . . .  
When Dominic DiFranco was born on July 30, 2015, doctors noticed a small curve 
in his spine. Additionally, he was experiencing GI issues, heart rate irregularities, 
and seemed to be favoring his right side. All of this led his parents, Nicole and 
Carl, to Easterseals for Early Supports & Services. His Easterseals physical 
therapist Pauline began visiting the DiFrancos home once a week and worked to 
help Dominic with tummy time, building core strength, and rolling. She also supported Carl and Nicole with resources 
and advice that would benefit Dominic.  
 

About the time Dominic turned three months old, his parents received the news that their son had a rare genetic 
disorder called Wiscott Aldrich syndrome, which affects the blood’s ability to clot and weakens the immune system. 
The DiFrancos learned that the only thing that would save their son’s life was a bone marrow transplant. After a year of 
searching for a donor, they learned of one over 4th of July weekend in 2016. It truly was the miracle they had prayed 
for and they began putting steps in place for the life-saving transplant procedure that began on August 24, 2016. 
 

Following the transplant, Dominic spent a month in the hospital while his immune system was “reborn.” The lengthy 
hospital recuperation was followed by months of isolation at home, medication, and follow up doctor visits while 
Dominic’s new immune system stabilized. After several months, the DiFrancos received word that the transplant was a 
success and their son would be fine. It was the best news possible after a challenging and emotional time. During the 
transplant and throughout the recuperation period, Pauline stayed in touch with the DiFrancos but could not work with 
Dominic while his immune system rebooted. They were finally able to resume therapy in May 2017.  
 

Since they hadn’t worked together for months, there was some regression but Pauline focused on getting Dominic to 
crawl and also pushed him to keep achieving. “Pauline did a great job dealing with our anxiety of making sure he was 
OK after going through so much and Dominic’s need to be active,” said Carl. Dominic also began taking part in 
Easterseals therapy groups, which gave him the opportunity to spend time with other kids after being isolated for so 
long. Eventually, Dominic’s physical therapy was augmented by weekly visits with Easterseals speech and occupational 
therapists.   
 

This team approach with Easterseals, and the DiFranco family—including Dominic’s grandparents, was exactly what 
they all needed. “Easterseals has always been very accommodating about what Dominic needed and what we needed,” 
said Nicole. “During every therapy session, our questions were always answered and we received so much support.” 
 

Dominic recently turned three-years-old and is beginning pre-school this fall, something his parents believe he is better 
prepared for because he attended the Easterseals therapy groups. His therapists were involved in making sure it was a 
smooth transition. Despite everything this little guy has been through, his affectionate and loving personality are on 
display with every smile he flashes, and he smiles all the time! He is also becoming quite a talker.  
 

“There are many different kids with many different types of needs and Easterseals is there to help them all,” said Carl. 
“Easterseals gave us the hope and reassurance that, if you take small steps, eventually anything is possible.”  

Family Centered Early Supports and Services (ESS) are offered to 
children birth to age three who have an established condition or who 
are experiencing or who are at risk for a delay in their cognitive, motor, 
communication or social and emotional development. Our ESS staff 
utilize each child’s natural curiosity to create experiences in their home 
or a community setting that enhance growth and development in 
partnership with their family and caregivers.  
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