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From  the com m unity Easter Seals Capital Region & Eastern 
Connecticut Receives $60,000 Com cast Foundation Grant 
to Support School-to-Life Program  
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E AST H ARTFORD, CT - January 8, 2015 - Easter Seals Capital Region & Eastern Connecticut announced 

that it has received a $60,000 Com cast Foundation grant to support the unique life-changing services 

that Easter Seals provides, including autism  spectrum  services; stroke and traum atic brain injury 

rehabilitation; neuropsychological services; and com prehensive m edical and vocational rehabilitation.

At a special event today, Com cast representatives Karen Perham -Lippm an, M anager of Com m unity 

Investm ent and John Bairos, Senior M anager of Governm ent and Com m unity Relations were joined by Clare 

Kennedy, Executive Director of Special Education Services for H artford Public Schools to present Dr. Allen 

Gouse, President and CEO of Easter Seals Capital Region & Eastern Connecticut, and Easter Seals clients with 

a check to expand the School-to-Life Program  (STL). 

The contribution, which will be paid over three years, will support STL's efforts to develop and integrate the 

academ ic, functional, vocational, and com m unity living skills of 30 H artford students with disabilities each 

year, for a total im pact of 90 students over three years. This grant will enable the inclusion of digital living 

training, civic engagem ent through volunteer activities, com m unity integration exercises for the developm ent 

of m ore pro-social behaviors, and self-advocacy/leadership training exercises.

"W ith this terrific support from  Com cast, our students will have the opportunity to expand their life skills, 

which will assist them  in securing em ploym ent upon graduation and m aking the transition into a m eaningful 

adulthood," said Dr. Gouse. "For m any, it is a lack of education and proper access to tools and technology that 

lim its their potential and this grant helps to overcom e those obstacles."

In keeping with the Easter Seal's m ission of assisting people with disabilities to m axim ize their independence 

and self-sufficiency and to be responsible for their own welfare and destiny, STL was developed as a year-

round, full-day educational service. The program 's long range objective is to assist students in establishing 

m eaningful com m unity integration and em ploym ent upon graduation.

"The Com cast Foundation is com m itted to prom oting com m unity service, expanding digital literacy, and 

developing tom orrow's leaders, all of which are elem ents in this program  and m ake it a great fit to receive this 

grant," said Kristen Roberts, Vice President of Public Relations and Com m unity Investm ent for Com cast's 

W estern New England Region, which is headquartered in Connecticut. "W e've been proud to work with Easter 

Seals on a num ber of initiatives that m ake a difference in the lives of so m any Connecticut residents and we 

look forward to their continued partnership." 
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