
Clients, Companies & Volunteers Honored at Annual Meeting 

Easter Seals Capital Region & Eastern Connecticut held its Annual Meeting & 
Donor Appreciation Reception at the Hartford Golf Club on October 22, 2014. 
Attendees heard remarkable stories of clients who have overcome hardships with 
the help of Easter Seals and awards were presented to exceptional clients of our 
medical and vocational rehabilitation and adult day programs, exemplary 
volunteers, and community partners.  Awardees were selected for demonstrating a 
strong commitment to Easter Seals and its mission to provide comprehensive 
medical and vocational services to people with disabilities in order to maximize 
their independence and self-sufficiency. 

Honorees were: 

Medical Rehabilitation Patient of the Year:  Crystal Simon 
Crystal overcame a traumatic head injury and found the strength to 
never give up on her road to rebuilding a successful life. 
 
 
Vocational Rehabilitation Client of the Year:  Larry Fulgieri 
After a childhood of abuse, unemployment, and eviction, Larry 
suffered from a psychiatric disorder that had overwhelmed his life.  
Larry refused to be a victim of his past and with the help of Easter 
Seals gained the strength to deal with his past emotions in a healthy 
manner and completely rebuilt his life through Easter Seals’ 
supported education and supported employment programs. 
 
 
Easter Seals Gives Back:  Brashawn Siriboe 
From being bullied in public school to becoming a leader through 
Easter Seals Gives Back program, Brashawn’s confidence is what 
will help him be successful in anything he chooses. 
 
 
SCSEP Participant of the Year:  Marilynn Robinson 
The harsh realities of the economy and unemployment threatened Marilynn’s 
independence and self-sufficiency, but she persevered to find new employment and 
new success. 
 
 
 
 



Business Partner of the Year:  Enterprise Holdings 
This major business partner has embraced our vocational rehabilitation program as 
a means of securing highly motivated individuals with disabilities that become 
invaluable employees. 

 
 
 
Volunteer of the Year:  Joan Thornton 
Joan is a selfless, experienced individual who knows how to do just 
about anything to help the Development Team at Easter Seals 
achieve their ultimate goal of success. 
 
 
Corporate Citizenship Award:  Joe La Valla 
Joe La Valla and Integrity Graphics have contributed thousands of 
dollars in graphics and printing services each year to support our 
special events. 
 
 
Crystal Ball Committee Leadership Award:  Lori Hess 
With strong leadership skills, Lori’s time and effort with the Crystal 
Ball has helped our annual gala fundraiser reach a new level of 
success.  
 


