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This booklet describes a unique 
way to secure your own 
financial future while also 

supporting our services for children 
and adults living with autism and 
other disabilities.

Edgar “Daddy” Allen, Easter Seals’ 
founder, once said: “Your life and 
mine shall be valued not by what 
we take …but by what we give.” 
His words were spoken in 1919 
and still ring true today.  An Easter 
Seals Charitable Gift Annuity 
enables you to give and get lifetime 
income in return.  

Easter Seals was founded on the 
simple idea that each of us can 
make a difference.  Inside you’ll 
learn how you can help achieve 
financial security at the same time 
you achieve your personal legacy of 
generosity.

Edgar “Daddy” Allen,
Easter Seals’ Founder
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The word annuity, according to 
Webster’s Dictionary, means “a 
sum of money payable yearly or at 

other regular intervals.”  

The Easter Seals Gift Annuity is a 
wonderful way to make a difference in 
the life of someone living with autism 
or another disability while enjoying 
income and tax benefits that enhance 
your financial security.

An Easter Seals Gift Annuity allows you 
to receive regular fixed payments when 
you make a donation to support our 
mission.  Does this sound too good to be 
true?  Well, it’s not. 

In return for your donation of cash or 
other assets, Easter Seals will pay you 
a fixed amount for the rest of your 
life.  The amount will never change.  
And, Easter Seals Gift Annuities offer 
attractive payment rates. 

Whether you have already retired, or 
are planning now for retirement, a gift 
annuity is a great planning tool worth 
considering.  

What is a 
Gift Annuity?
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Lock In Attractive Payment Rates
Gift annuity rates are very attractive 
and are based on age and whether the 
annuity benefits one person or two. 

Lower Your Taxes
Gift annuities offer significant tax 
breaks the year you make your gift and, 
in some cases, in subsequent years.

Receive Payments That 
NEVER Go Down
The amount paid to you is determined 
by your age at the time the gift annuity 
is funded. Rates will never change, 
regardless of how long you live or 
market fluctuations.

Provide Income for Others
Gift annuities can be set up for up to 
two beneficiaries. They offer a creative 
way to use your assets to improve 
financial security for a family member 
or special friend.

Supplement Your 
Retirement Income
If you have reached the maximum 
contribution level with your traditional 
retirement planning options, a gift 
annuity is another way to produce 
reliable retirement income.

Five Ways 
You Benefit
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There are a variety of ways to fund 
a gift annuity. The two most 
common are cash and gifts of 

appreciated securities.

Cash
Contributing cash to Easter Seals is 
the simplest way to fund a gift annuity.  
Simply send a check, wire transfer 
funds or charge your credit card to 
make your donation to Easter Seals.

Stock/Appreciated Securities
Funding a gift annuity with 
appreciated assets can be a good 
way to reduce exposure to capital 
gains taxes.  If you own stock with 
significant paper profits, selling it will 
result in high capital gains.  If you use 
that stock to fund your gift annuity, 
only a portion of the capital gain will 
be realized and even that portion will 
be spread over the years of your life 
expectancy.

Other
There are other options for funding 
your gift annuity.  Please consult your 
tax advisor or call us at (800)221-
6827 ext. 7101 to discuss the right 
option for you.

Ways to fund 
your gift annuity



“This is just a 
really fine thing.  
It’s hard to find 
a mutual fund 
that will pay you 
that much.  So 
Easter Seals Gift 
Annuities are a good thing 
financially and for our society.”

—Mary Jane Swaney

People 
are talking

“You might worry that today’s 
generosity could jeopardize 
your plans for a comfortable 
retirement.  A charitable gift 
annuity lets you live well and 
give back at the same time.”

—kiplinger.com

What the Experts Say

What our Donors Say
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Are my payments secure?

Your payments are guaranteed by Easter 
Seals’ assets and we’ve been around for 
almost a century! 

Is there a minimum amount 
or age required to establish 
an Easter Seals Gift Annuity?

Yes.  Easter Seals requires a $5,000 
minimum contribution to fund 
a gift annuity.  However, it is not 
uncommon for donors to contribute 
$100,000 or more.  You may choose any 
amount, depending on your individual 
circumstances.  The minimum age 
to create an immediate payment gift 
annuity is 65.  A deferred payment 
annuity is available at age 55.

Do my payments change 
based on the stock  
market or interest rates?

No.  Your payment amount is locked 
in based on your age when you create 
the gift annuity and it will never 
change once the payments begin—that’s 
guaranteed.

Frequently
Asked Questions
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How often will I  
receive payments?

You decide the frequency of your 
payments—monthly, quarterly, in semi-
annual installments, or once per year.  
And you can have your payments set up 
to be direct deposited to your bank or 
checking account, in much the same 
way as you may be receiving your Social 
Security payments.

How does my gift  
annuity help Easter Seals?

At the end of your lifetime, any funds 
remaining from your initial gift will 
be used to provide our life-changing 
services to children and adults with 
disabilities.  

How do I find out  
what my payment and  
tax savings would be?

To find out your exact payment and 
tax savings, based on your age and 
donation amount, use the attached 
reply or contact us at (800)221-6827 
ext. 7101, or email us at  
annuityinfo@easterseals.com.
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To learn the exact 
gift annuity benefits 
you would receive, 

simply contact us or 
return the reply form on 
the next page.  We have 
gift planning staff available to answer 
your questions and help you determine 
if a gift annuity is a good option for you.

We will be happy to provide you with 
a Personalized Example Kit, at no 
obligation, showing how a gift annuity 
would work for you based on your age 
and gift amount.

Why not make the call today?  The call 
is free and you are under no obligation 
whatsoever.  We look forward to 
talking with you. 

phone: 	(800) 221-6827 ext. 7101

email: 	 annuityinfo@easterseals.com

mail:	 Easter Seals 
Gift Planning Office 
233 South Wacker Dr.  
Suite 2400  
Chicago, IL 60606

For more information, visit our website:  
www.easterseals.com/annuity

Getting Started
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To request more information, 
complete, detach and return this form. 

	 yes, please send me specific information 
about how I can benefit from an Easter  
Seals Gift Annuity.  

Name

Address

City                                          State          Zip

Phone (optional)	B est time to call

Email (to receive your information via email)

	 Please send me a Personalized Example 
Kit based on the following:

  My date of birth is  

  Second annuitant date of birth    

	 Please send me example(s) based on the 
following gift amounts (minimum $5,000) 

$   $    $

	 I have included Easter Seals in my will.

	 I would consider leaving Easter Seals in 
my will.

see Your Benefits

Please complete this form, tear or cut it out of the 
booklet, and return it to Easter Seals for a prompt reply.
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