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When Kelley’s son, Matt, who has Cerebral Palsy and an 
intellectual disability, completed high school, she was worried 
that a transition into an adult program might be difficult for 
him. Then she found Easter Seals. 

“Easter Seals is such a blessing to our family because Matt is 
happy, busy, and a part of the community,” Kelley says. “He is 
with his peers of all ages and abilities, and he has a ball.” Five 
days a week, Matt comes to the Easter Seals day program 
for adults with intellectual disabilities. On most days, you’ll see 
Matt and Brandon (pictured left to right) enjoying program 
activities together. While Matt is at Easter Seals, his parents 
can go to work with peace of mind knowing he is in capable 
hands and being treated with respect.

“The staff at Easter Seals respect the participants as adults and capitalize on their 
strengths. They also respect that even though Matt is an adult, he is also my child. So 
they send me updates and pictures through e-mails so I know what he’s been up to,” 
Kelley says. Since Matt started coming to Easter Seals over three years ago, he has 
mastered some of his original goals, like completing tasks independently. Today, he 
continues to work on goals and learn appropriate social skills, such as properly 
introducing himself to new people.

“Easter Seals is the best match for Matt because he enjoys being out in the community, 
whether it’s trips to the zoo or the store,” Jeanne Conners, Easter Seals Program 
Director, says. “Matt has a lot of friends here and enjoys the freedom of being able to 
interact with many people throughout the day.” 

Easter Seals offers a range of services, including children’s therapies, assistive 
technology, day programs for adults with physical or intellectual disabilities and respite 
services for caregivers. To learn more about how Easter Seals helps children and adults 
with disabilities, call 1-800-677-3800 or visit www.de.easterseals.com.
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